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T0: The Secretary

FROM; EUR - Rozanne L. thgvay‘a

— BUBJECT,: Gorbachev Testing Mo

r.tortun/’:oqldontlul letter on
Our Testing Proposal '

from éorbuchov to the

announce a moratoriums on
nuclear testing for the Period August § to next January 1

.- {Tab 1l). As you know, we have been expecting
8ozt tied to Hiroshima and just before the NpT
Conference, and the proposal for a
Out testing site has been developed

vas included in the dratt letter to Gorbachev that none of us
Particularly liked. .

Review
Soviet calibration visit to

We need to get our proposal out 1-nedlatcly'lo we Can announce
it as a8 counter to the Soviet ploy. we believe this could be
letter to Gorbachev this atternoon

including the nuclear testing proposal only (Tab 2). 1t would
not mention the Soviet letter, but would Pacallel it as 3
one-issue, pre-announceament notification.
be far preferable to a letter along the 14
Prtoposed. e have discussed this by telephone with Mike. BRe
égrees it would be useful to get our initiative out in some
fors, but he has not had & chance to review 3his menmo.

nes that was earlier

Embassy Moscow could hand over the letter
Borning. We would then announce
Soviets announce theirs. At lab 3 {a a drafe
. emphasiszses the importance of our Ptoposal and
; in Sppropriately moderate terss. %e have
‘ Prepared on both subjects that can

early tomorrow

further Q & A's
‘be used tomorrow.

1 recommend you discuss this with Bud tnhodi.tcly on your
geoturn, ’ .

Dratted1LUR/SOViBLPagebe . .
1/38/8% 03769M , : ‘
Cleared:BUR:NPalaer

, unasoxnbbf

DECL:OADR
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48 3 counter. Our proposal

We believe this would

Our proposal shortly after the
announcement that
criticizes theirs

P

SECRET/SENSITIVE o - a—/9$




PR AR

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/04/26 : CIA-RDP87M00539R001001360033-2

7/28/85 x3350

cleared: EUR:NPalmer 9
BUR; Ruudg\ny&

dratted: zua/sov:nuuco",f)
(3763M)

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/04/26 : CIA-RDP87M00539R001001360033-2




-

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/04/26 : ClA-RDP8_7MOO539R001001360033-2
United States Department of State
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SECREI/BENS]TIVE

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCPARLANE
1HE WE11F HOUSE

SUBJECT: Gorbachev letter on Testing Moratorium

Soviet Chargé Sokolov delivered to Anbgssador Ridgvay a
letter trom Gorbachev to the President tbx: afternoon announcing
e unilateral Soviet moratorium on huclear testing. -According to
the letter, which is attached, the soratorium is to last from
August 6§ to next January 1 and would be extended if the US
*tefrains trom conducting nuclear explosions.® The letter notes
that this step will be announced publicly.

A Soviet announcesent to begin & testing moratorium on the
40th Anniversary of Hiroshima and prior to the Non-proliferation
Tteaty Reviev Conference had been videly expected. We are
vorking appropriate press guidance in case the announcement is
sade today or early tomorcow, and are also considering how this
stfects our handling of our own nuclear testing initiative.

Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary

Attachment: Gorbachev letter

ECRE1/SENSITIVE |
DECL: OADR -
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Unofficial trggglgtiog.,-

Ris Excellency

3

July 28, 1985

Dear Mr.President,

I would lixe to inform you of the following,

Btriving to promote cessasion of thes dangerous rivalry in
building up nuclear arcenals and desiring to set a good exanple
for other nuclear countries, the Soviet Union has taken g decision
to cease unilaterally, starting August 6th, 1985, any nuclear

- explosions. Our moratorium s declared till January 1, 1986,

Bowever, it will continue to be in effect even longer if the
United Etates, on its part, refrains from conducting muclear
explosions., All this will be contained in an official statement,

We hope, Lir.President, that the United States will duly
appreciate this peace-loving step by the Soviet Union and will
follow its example. A mutual Soviet-imericean moratoriym would de
an important contribution toward s healthier international situstion

and lessening the dance= ~® war, |

In taxing this decision we proccedéd. in particular, from
to promote a more favoradble aknoapharo in view of
the forthcoaing jeeting betwesn you and hs in Novemde
I take this gain
recovery.

as well,
opportunity to wish Jou once again the speediest
| ) !

Siocerely, :
M.GORBACHEY
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SUBJECTT PRESIDENTIAL LETTER ON NUCLEAR TESTING

3. $ - ENTIRE TEXT

2. ENBASSY SHOULD TRANSMIT IRREDIATELY IN ANY CASE NO
LATER THAN NOON MOSCON TIMC. TO HIGHEST AVAILABLE nFa

:f::(;ll. YEXT OF LETTYCR FROM PRESIDENT TO GORBACMEV IN
A . ' '

3. DEAR MR. GENCRAL SECRETARY:

1 &R PLEASED THAT WE HAVE NOW AGREECD T0 MEET IN GENEVA
NOVERBER 18 AND 20. I AN LOOKING PFORWARD TO THE A
OPPORTUNITY YO TALK WITH YOU PRIVATELY ABOUT THE ISSUES
APPECTING OUR TWO COUNTRIES. I AM CONFIDENT THAT THE

i ALETING IN HELSINKI THIS WEEK BCTWELN SECRETARY SHULT2
AND FOREIGN RINISTER SHEVARDNADZE WILL PLAY AN INPORTANT

i ROLL IN OUR DIALOGUE AND IN WORKING ON AN AGENDA OF

! ISSUES FOR OUR MEETING. -

QCPORE EITHER oOF THESE MEETINGS. THERE IS ONE ISSUE THATY
1 WOULD LIKE To RAISE WITH YOU -~ NUCLEAR TESTING. AS

SECRETY
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YOU KNOW. IN MY ADDRESS TO TH[ UNITED NATIONS GENLRAL
ASSCMBLY ON SCPTEMBER 24, )%AY. I PROPOSED SEVERAL
REASURES TMAT COULD MELP INCREASE mUTuAL UNDERSTANDING
BLTULEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. AMONG THESE PROPOSALS, I
ASKED THAY WE FIND A wAY FOR SOVIETY EXPERYS TO0 COME Yo
THE UNITED STATES®' TEST SITE« AND FOR OURS TO Go Y0

YOURS. TO MCASURE DIRECTLY TN YIELDS OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS
TESTS.

SINCC NY ADDRESS Yo THE URITED NATIONS. I REGRET 10 SAY,
U.S.-SOVIEY COOPERATION IN THE REASUREMENT OF ‘NUCLEAR
YEST YIELDS MAS NoT YCT BEEN ACHMIFVED. nmoSTY RECENTLY.,
YHE SOVIEY UNION ALLEGED Thar tnt U.S. NUCLEAR TEST oOF
APRIL @+ 2988 EXCEEDED THE 350 KILoTYoON THRESHOLD . AND

THAT THE UNITED STATES DELIBLRATELY T00OK STEPS To PREVe.T

SOVIET mATIONAL TECHNICAL MEANS ofF VERIFICATION FROM
CITABLISHING THE TRUE YIELD OF THE EXPLOSION. J WISH ToO
ASSURE YOU. MR. GENERAL SCCRECTARY, THE YIEL)D OF THAT TYESTY
WAS LESS THAN 150 KILOTONS. AND THE UNITED STATES T0OK NO
STEPS Y0 INTLRFERE WITH SOVIET NATIONAL. TECHNICAL. MEANS.

YHE UNITED STATES HaS EVIDENCE PROVIDED BY ITS NATIONAL
VECHNICAL MEANS OF VCRIFICATION THAT THE YIELD OF A
NURBGER OF SOVICT NUCLEAR VESTS MAS EXCEEDED 3180
KILOTONS. YET, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOVIEY UNION SAYS
THAT THESE TESTS MAD YIELDS UNDER THAT LINIT.

17 I3 EVIDENT rFRom ouR EXCHANGES ON THIS QUESTION THAT
VHERE ARC LARCE UNCERTAINTIE: IN THE PROCEDURES USED BY
HOTH SIDES YO ESTINAYE THE VIELDS OF UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR
TESTS CONDUCTED BY THE OTHER SIDE. TMESE UNCERTAINTIES
CREATE AISTRUSTY THaT UNDERNINES THC ARRS CONTROL PROCESS.

-1 TAKE THE SOVIETY CONCERNS OVER U.S. COMPLIANCE WITH THE
350 KILOTON YESTING LINITY VERY SERIOUSLY. AND BELIEVE
THEY SHOULD BE RESOLVED PRONPTLY aND DEFINITIVELY.
ALCORDINGLYY MR. GENERAL SECFETARY. I INVITE YoUu To SEND
SOVIEY TECMNICAL EXPERTS TO NEET WITH THEIR U.S. :

PROM A DIRECT vIELD NEASURENENTY OF THE APRIL 2 TEST. 1
AP CONFIDINT THAT LXPLRY SOVIET EXANINATION oOF THESE DaTA
VILL CONFIRM THAT THE YIELD OF THIS TEST WaS LESS THAN
1SO KILOTONS. I an VILLING T0 HAVE SUCH A NEETING TaAKE
PLACE AT oR NLaAR THE NEVADA TEST SITE 10 aLLoOW SOVIEY
EXPERTS TO INSPECT THE SITE OF THC APRIL 2 TEST.

1 ALSO INVITE You To SEND SOVIET TECHNICAL EXPERTS To THE
NEVADA TEST SITC To MEASURE THE YICLD OF & U6 NUCLEAR
VEST.  YHE SOVIET CXPLRTS ARE INVITED T0 BRING yioy THER

i SECRET
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4NY INSTRURENTATION BEVICES YOU DEER NECE
SSARY
Y I, A rel, i
1y PEET yIlTN
DATE AND MmaKE "ARRANGERENTS ToOR THIS Vgg;T?tLﬁY TO SET 4

I AR MAKING THIS INVITATIC: “-=-(yy

. ¢ -CUT PRE
:::g:g‘::zut ;n:{:gtogsIACL(s FRON THE ﬁ?:?x;§=gs7z°xrs' |
| . VE IT WOULD BE A uSEP
THE RONTHS AHEAD WE CAN INITIATE lN(REAStgt(§z£:;A¥;o:“
BLTULEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES IN THIS AREA. :

PR. GENERAL SECRETARY. WL WAVE AN 1 :
RPORTANT. HISTOR
;5:::;::33: ::Rpgztofsnzz%gzgousuxp ON A SOUND root§:c. ’
« OUR AGENDA IS PULL S
PROPOSALS WHICH. IF REALIZED. CAN F o
. . ORM THE SUBSTANCE - ’
NORE CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP. I rsorca
. HOPE YOU MILL CON
CAREFULLY THE PROPOSAL I HAVE nA) . -ty
“
PORVARD Y0 MECTING WITH YOU IN ~°$c"§g§.T°PAYs 1 toox

SINCERELY.
RONALD REAGAN
vy '

SECRET
I
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White House/Stete Department Announcerent

President Reagan's central arms control objective == &no the
objective which the Soviets joined us in doclarthy‘tn our joint
statement {n Geneva last January ~- i{s to eliminate nuclear
veapons altogether. We, therefore, have proposed in Geneva
iodlco! geductions in existing stockpiles of these veapons,
teginning with the most destadbilizing ballistic aissiles. we
telieve such radical reductions, coupled vigh & possible tuture

strategic defense, are the most Prosising avenue to eliminate

the danger of nuclear war. We regret that the Soviet Union to
date bas been unwilling to

enter into concrete and dotoll‘d
negotiations to achieve such reductions in Geneva. !

We also believe that verifiable limitations on nuclear
testing can play a usetul, though more modest role. Limits
testing do not abolish the huge stockpiles ot existing
but they can help to limit the destructive power of new
if such limits are ﬂetitiable.

on
weapons
weapons,
- For that reason, President
Resgan, in his speech to the UN General Assembly on Beptember
24, 1983, proposed that the Soviet Union and US exchange visits
of experts to measure directly st nuclear test

sites the yields
of nuclear weapons tests.

The President .li'thll proposal as a
®eans to increase confidence in verifiable *llitl on testing.

To date, the Soviet Union has retused to agtee to this Practical
end fajr-minded spproach.

As 8 demonstration our seriousness and to g0 the extra mile,

the President now has informed CPSU General Secretary Gorbachev

thet we are inviting a Soviet team to observe and to measure a

nuclear test at our Nevaoa Test Site without preconditions. we

believe that this new US injtiative demonstrates our commitment
to schieving veritiable lizitations in nuclear testing.

l
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The Boviet Union also is announcing its own testing
inftiative -- & moratorium nn testing ottocttyo August 6, 1985
until January 1, 1986. This type of proposal is of course not
nev. buch a moratorium was in effect from 1958 to 1961.

while ve will examine the Soviet announcement carefully, we -
remain deeply concerned about the desirability of an uninspected
testing moratorium, and the veritliability of restraints on
nuclear tests, unless there sre substantially improved
veriftication provisions. ’ !

An uninspected moratorium on nuclear tests would not in any
vay 8d4ress our very real compliance and veritication concerns.
We tecall that it was the Soviets who first resumed toltiné'
sfter such » declared moratorium in 1961 with the largest series
of high-yield nuclear explusions in history. President Kennedy
noted then: °We know enough nov ... never again to offer an
uninapected soratorjum.®

We have noted in recent weeks a substantial acceleration in
the number of Soviet nuclear weapons tests == in the past week
slone we have detected three auch tests. Obvioutly this was
designed to put the Soviet Union in a ponltion not to need to
test over the next tive months. '

We would welcome the foviet interest in putting into place .
verifiable and durable limits on weapons testing. We believe
the President’'s nev initiative is the most practical approach to
begin sddressing this serious problem. B8ince there are no ‘
conditions to this offer, we look forward to a positive Boviet “
response. l
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